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Semifinalists



New Metcalfe County Superintendent Josh 

Hurt has passion for teaching and coaching
For new Rockcastle Superintendent Carrie 

Ballinger, the job means homecoming

Kentucky Teacher  Search

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/08/new-metcalfe-county-superintendent-josh-hurt-has-passion-for-teaching-and-coaching/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/08/for-new-rockcastle-superintendent-the-job-means-homecoming/


New Christian County superintendent hopes to 

help students take advantage of opportunities

Alexander seeking positive experiences for 

students as new Edmonson County superintendent

Kentucky Teacher Search

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/08/new-christian-county-superintendent-bentzel-hopes-to-help-students-take-advantage-of-opportunities/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/08/alexander-seeking-positive-experiences-for-students-as-new-edmonson-county-superintendent/


Service to others inspires Martin, new Meade 

County superintendent

Damian Johnson’s heart lies at Jenkins 

Independent

Kentucky Teacher Search

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/07/service-to-others-inspires-martin-new-meade-county-superintendent/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/07/damian-johnsons-heart-lies-at-jenkins-independent/


Sugg seeks continuity on return to 
Shelby County

Family guides Thomas, new 

Todd County superintendent

Déjà vu for Leon Smith at 

Russellville Independent Schools

Kentucky Teacher Search

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/07/sugg-seeks-continuity-on-return-to-shelby-county/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/07/family-guides-thomas-new-todd-county-superintendent/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/features/2020/07/deja-vu-for-leon-smith-at-russellville-independent-schools/


The new members include:
• Wallace Caleb Bates, 12th grade, Breathitt County High School
• Trevin Bevins, 11th grade, Shelby Valley High School (Pike County)
• Gavin Breunig – 10th grade, Elizabethtown High School (Elizabethtown 

Independent)
• Drake Calhoon, 10th grade, Calloway County High School
• Sofia Farmer, 12th grade, Gatton Academy (Danville Independent)
• Soleila Elliott González, 11th grade, Ballard High School (Jefferson 

County)
• Peyton Hall, 12th grade, Fleming County High School
• Nae’Shon Harrison, 11th grade, Phoenix School of Discovery (Jefferson 

County)
• Amy Yang, 12th grade, Craft Academy (Rowan County)
• Viviana Heredia, 12th grade, Ryle High School (Boone County)
• Jack Johnson, 10th grade, Marshall County High School
• Logan Justice, 11th grade, Paul Laurence Dunbar High School (Fayette 

County)
• Anna Williams, 12th grade, Anderson County High School

• Loren Little, 10th grade, Clinton County High School
• Miles McGinnis, 12th grade, South Oldham High School (Oldham County)
• Anastasia Panaretos, 10th grade, South Oldham High School (Oldham 

County)
• Kade Scott, 12th grade, Floyd Central High School (Floyd County)
• Gracie Smith, 10th grade, Kentucky School for the Blind (Hardin County)
• Lohith Tummala, 12th grade, Paul Laurence Dunbar High School (Fayette 

County)
They join 9 returning members, including:
• Madelyn Blankenship – 11th grade, Pulaski County High School
• Mi’Keyla Crumble – 12th grade, Hickman County High School
• Reece Dicken – 12th grade, Barren County High School
• Rohin Dutt – 11th grade, duPont Manual High School (Jefferson County)
• Laila Hayes – 12th grade, duPont Manual High School (Jefferson County)
• Elizabeth Holcomb – 12th grade, Kentucky School for the Deaf
• Solyana Mesfin – 11th grade, Eastern High School (Jefferson County)
• Lauren Shackleford – 12th grade, Corbin High School (Corbin 

Independent)
• Samuel Smith – 11th grade, Daviess County High School

Nineteen new students selected for 2020-2021 KDE 
Commissioner’s Student Advisory Council

Advisory Council

https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2020/07/nineteen-new-students-selected-for-2020-2021-kde-commissioners-student-advisory-council/


• Initially announced by First Lady Britainy Beshear during the 
Aug. 4 Superintendents’ Webcast; later shared at Gov. 
Beshear’s press conference

• As of today, 85 local school districts (100 % of those 
responding so far) have appointed coordinators and will 
begin collecting face coverings and masks!

• Districts have received outreach packet, including language, 
graphics, drafted social media posts and emails for 
promotion.

• Districts will decide the ultimate use of the masks

Coverings for Kids



COVID-19: Answers to FAQs 
for Kentucky’s Schools and Districts
(Last updated Aug. 20. 895 questions answered.)  

Kentucky’s Schools and Districts 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kM1efGdEdpU6L_CEI39Xy3srPD_Jgw0ZmG3aIT4p9mY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kM1efGdEdpU6L_CEI39Xy3srPD_Jgw0ZmG3aIT4p9mY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kM1efGdEdpU6L_CEI39Xy3srPD_Jgw0ZmG3aIT4p9mY/edit?pli=1#gid=797636503


KDE COVID-19 Webpage

Kentucky Department of Education – Main Webpage

Webpage

https://education.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Updates.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Updates.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx


Overview of KDE Guidance Issued for Reopening Schools 

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, KDE has been committed to providing guidance and solutions that focus on 
educating and feeding our children and providing support to our districts. 

Since May 15, we have been releasing weekly guidance documents to all of our superintendents and districts 
regarding reopening schools for the 2020-2021 year.

We also created this “KDE Reopening Guidance” tab on our COVID-19 website, where you can find all of the 
guidance and our weekly Special Superintendents’ Webcasts, which we have been holding since March.

Issued for Reopening Schools

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools 

May 15: Initial Guidance for Districts and Schools

May 26: Supporting Student and Staff Wellness

June 1: Academic Re-entry, Stage One: Drafting an Adjusted Curriculum 

June 1: Evaluating Students’ Academic Readiness

June 8: Alternative Learning Design Strategies

June 15: Intermittent School Closures

June 22: Food Service Operations - USDA School Meal Programs 

June 24: (With Kentucky DPH) Safety Expectations and Best Practices Guidelines for Kentucky Schools (K-12) 

June 25: Pupil Transportation

of Schools

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20%20051520kf_tkt%20421pm%20TM.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Phase%202%20Health%20and%20Wellness%20%20MC3%205-21-20%20TM%20MC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Teaching%20and%20Learning%20MC%20TM%20FINAL%20CLEAN.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Evaluating%20Students%20Academic%20Readiness%20MC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20-Alternative%20Learning%20Design%20Strategies%20FINAL%206-8-20.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Intermittent%20Closure%20Guidance%20061120%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Food%20Service%20Operations%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Safety%20Expectations_FINAL%20DOC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Transportation%20FINAL.pdf


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools 

June 29: 

• Facilities and Logistics

• Plan for Reopening Secondary Career and Technical Education (CTE) Facilities for Completion of Industry 
Certifications and Lab-Based Dual Credit Coursework

July 6: 

• Workplace Health and Safety

July 13:

• Academic Re-entry, Stage Two: Meeting Learners’ Academic Needs

July 20:

• Exceptional Learners and Preschool Students 

• Compensatory Education and Extended School Year Services

• Daily Participation and Non-Traditional Instruction 

of Schools

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Phase%20II%20Reopening%20Considerations%20Facilities%20and%20Logistics%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Considerations%20Workplace%20Health%20and%20Safety%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Academic%20Re-entry%20Stage%202%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Considerations%20for%20Exceptional%20Learners%20and%20Preschool%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20Comp.%20Ed_ESY%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Participation%20Guidance%20FINAL.pdf


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools 

July 24:

• Flexibility for Assigning Staff in the COVID-19 Instructional Settings

July 27:

• Food Service Operations – Waivers for USDA School Meal Programs 

Aug. 10:

• Library Media Center

• Class Sizes in Virtual Programs and Courses

Aug. 17:

• Welcoming Students for Orientation and Targeted Services

• 2020-2021 Participation Tracking in Infinite Campus

Aug. 31:

• Frequently Asked Questions about English Learner Programs at Reopening 

of Schools

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID-19%20Guidance%20-%20Certification%20(002)%20TM_jg%20(003)%20(002).pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20Food%20Service%20Operations%20Part%202%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Library%20Media%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Virtual%20Learning%20and%20Class%20Size%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Orientation%20And%20Targeted%20Services%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID_2020-2021_Participation_Tracking_in_Infinite_Campus%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/English%20Learner%20Programs%20at%20Reopening%20FINAL.pdf

